Rutland CSSC

Launch & Recovery Guide
PRE-LAUNCH CHECKS

1.
Ensure that the back of the trailer is chocked.  This will prevent it from tipping should you need to get inside.

2.
Check that everyone has a buoyancy aid/life jacket on.  It is an RSC rule that these must be worn on the pontoon and while on the water.

3.  Ensure that the bow is securely fastened to the post at the front of the trailer, and that it can be released once you are on the water.

4.     
Check the bilges and rear watertight compartment for any rain water that may have seeped in and pump out if necessary.  This is to prevent the water flowing to the rear of the boat as it moves down the slipway, resulting in the front lifting up and possibly damaging the rear of the hull on the slipway. 



LAUNCHING

1.
If there is a strong East wind (from the dam), causing waves - launch from the cruiser’s slipway further up the shore (West Creek).

2.
Always ensure that the rope lowering the trailer down the slipway is fastened to the trailer’s hand grip near the cup.  This helps to prevent it tipping up.  Also, make sure that one person is holding the rope at ground level.  This also prevents tipping and gives direction to the trailer.

3.
The person on the jetty can control both the trailer and stern lines, assisting the boat down the slipway. Make sure that the boat stays near to the jetty – it may need quite a strong pull on the trailer line to achieve this – otherwise the next stage can become difficult!
4.
Once afloat, have the lightest crew take the bowline off, and retrieve the trailer.

RECOVERY

1.
It sounds elementary, but ensure the sails are down and the rudder taken off.

2.
If you are recovering in a strong easterly wind (from the direction of the dam) with waves lapping the shore, recover the boat from the cruising slipway (West Creek).  This is to prevent the waves from slamming the hull onto the trailer and causing compression damage, which in turn is exaggerated with the weight of the crew when they fasten the bowline.  This should only be necessary a couple of times a year though.

3.
Always use the lightest person to secure the bowline to the front post of the trailer.

4.
When the wind is from a westerly direction it will tend to push the boat away from the trailer and you will need both the bow and stern lines to hold the boat in position.  The person on the bow simply gathers in about 3 feet of spare bowline, threads this underneath the pin at the bow, wraps it around the post on the trailer a few times and cleats off on the deck, making sure that the bow of the boat is snug against the post. All the while the end of the bowline is being held on the pontoon, keeping the boat in position.  The bow should be right up against the post, not inches away - which would result in it tipping backwards as the boat is pulled out!

5.
Tie the rope that is attached to the towing vehicle, around the trailers hand grip, near the cup.  As the boat is hauled out have one person holding the rope down at ground level, to prevent the boat from tipping.  Check that the keel is resting on the base of the trailer in its slot.

6.
When the trailer is back in the park, chock the rear and ensure the hand brake is not on.  Leave the contents tidy, ready for the next user, and put the cover on to prevent rainwater from getting in.

