Rutland Civil Service Sailing Club
Skipper’s check list

All RCSSC skippers are recommended to bear in mind the following before, during and after using any boat. Most of it is common sense, and all of it helps to ensure a safe trip out and a longer life for our boats.
Before moving the boat: 

· Check the shrouds, backstay and forestay for signs of fraying, and ensure they are securely attached  
· Ensure buoyancy bags are present and inflated – there is a pump in the club storage box, 
· Check the bilges & pump out any collected rainwater 
· Check that the fore and aft buoyancy tanks are empty and ensure that the hatch covers are replaced tightly
· Ensure that the trailer tyres are pumped up hard and that the boat is securely attached to the trailer
· Check the rudder pintles are not loose
· Check the safety equipment is present and in working order (paddle, anchor with warp, bucket or hand bailer (sponge can also be useful), inflated buoyancy bags)
· Ensure both yourself and your crew are dressed appropriately for the weather and are wearing buoyancy aids or life jackets. 
· Only go out if you are happy that you and your crew can cope with the conditions.
While transporting the boat for launch:

· Ensure the top of the mast does not touch the trees when transporting the boats as this damages the spreaders and windex. 
Launching:
· Take care when launching and follow the approved RCSSC method (see separate note). If not launched properly, boats can lift off the trailer or fall off the slipway. 
Pre-Sailing:

· Jib – jib sheets should be led through the barber hauler pulleys/blocks before the pulleys/blocks on the jib cars. Sheets then should have knot tied in their end to prevent their escape (figure of eight probably best)
· Main – outhaul, kicker, downhaul (cunningham)
· Rudder & tiller extension

· If planning to use the spinnaker, make sure it is set up properly before you go out – if in doubt, don’t use!
· If it’s windy, consider sailing on jib only
While sailing:

· Keep an eye on all gear, rigging and warps for sign of wear and make sure the shrouds, backstay and forestay are still attached! Split pins can wear or fall out!
· Keep a close eye on the weather – it can change quickly.
· Enjoy!

Coming alongside: 
· Please use fenders, as hulls will get damaged from the pontoon otherwise. If the pontoon marks the hulls please clean before leaving the boat. 
· Avoid sailing straight into the pontoon to stop, as this damages the bow and hull, but always come in at slight angle to the wind! 
Before recovery:

· Pump out any accumulated water inside the boat. This helps to prevent the boats from tipping on their trailers and also means they are dry before storage
· Ensure boats are fully onto their trailers and at the correct height. Balance is critical, and boats have been known to lift or to fall off (especially if there is water in them). 
Before leaving the boats after use:

· Ensure boats are properly covered with a tight A frame shape to the cover, formed by using a suitable support at the correct height. This may involve adjusting the cover ties every time. Rainwater sitting inside the boat damages the floors with eventual expensive replacement needed (and potentially another sunk boat!).
· Ensure you have carried out any necessary repairs, or taken note of any repairs needed. Please inform the RCSSC Boat Husband and Commodore of any repairs carried out or needed.
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